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What is it? 

 
This is an exciting opportunity to study key philosophers in the European tradition, and to examine 

fundamental problems, such as the nature of time, the human, knowledge, ethical and political practice, and 
history. 

Although a taught Masters degree, this is conducted entirely online (by 'distance leaning'). In a secure online 
environment, you will find study materials, resources, 'lectures', and most importantly a discussion forum 
where ideas can be debated with your professors as well as students from all over the world. 

 
Who are we? 
Staffordshire is a small department with an intense focus on European/ Continental philosophy, offering 

both Masters and Doctoral (PhD) level study. The University is located near the middle of England and is fully 
accredited by the Government of the UK. Visit our website at www.staffs.ac.uk. 

 
What do we study? 
The programme is designed to open up the full breadth of continental philosophy, from Kant, through 

Nietzsche and Heidegger, to Bachelard, Foucault and more recent figures. It is organised around three taught 
modules: 

 Transcendence and the Body (mainly late 18th and 19th Century thought; in the 2014-15 academic year, 
the course will look at notions of transcendence and immanence in Kant and Nietzsche.) 

 Phenomenology and Ontology  (in the 2013-14 academic year, this course will focus on Heidegger, and 
on responses by Levinas and Deleuze.) 

 Knowledge and Politics (subject matter for the 2014-2015 academic year to be announced).  
In addition, students can choose a module from a list of courses offered by cognate subjects at the University 

(e.g. social theory, political thought).  
Students on the Masters will complete their degree by preparing a dissertation – a substantial piece of 

supervised research. 
 
Who is it for? 
Some students will be pursuing this degree just because they are passionately interested in philosophy. 

Others will see it as a way of moving into philosophy from another social science or humanities subject, or 
getting an additional qualification that will help them with their career. Still others will see it as a stepping 
stone to a doctoral degree (with us, or elsewhere). All of you are welcome! Generally, the aims of the degree 
are to: 

 offer in-depth consideration of key moments within European philosophy; 

 foster high levels of attainment in academic or professional skills such as  

 clear, careful and organised writing;  

 critical thinking;  

 problem-solving;  

 research;  

 and time-management; 

 guide participants towards the ability to carry out independent, scholarly research in philosophy. 
 
Our students come from all over the world. Some of you are young, fresh out of an undergraduate degree; 
others are older, mid-career perhaps with families; others are retired. Again, all are welcome! 
  

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/


What is distance learning? 
Also called 'online learning'. All of your contact with the academics at Staffordshire, and with fellow 

students, will be through an internet-based environment. So, how does this work? 
You take one ‘module’ (what some other Universities call a ‘course’ or a ‘unit’) at a time. Each module has a 

week by week schedule which lasts 11 to 12 weeks, followed by a number of weeks for you to prepare final 
assessments. For example, a module starting in the Autumn will run from roughly late September to mid-
December, with assessments due mid to late-January. So, modules are not study-at-your-own-pace – although 
where and when in the week you do your work is entirely flexible. You should expect to devote as much as 15 
to 20 hours per week to your studies, although this will no doubt vary from week to week and person to 
person. 

A suite of digital resources will be provided (written lectures, notes, links and perhaps readings for each 
week), including the electronic resources of the Staffordshire University library. There will likely be some 
books to buy as well. Students will do the assigned reading and preparation, and then discuss their views or 
questions on a discussion forum with other students and with their professors. The discussion forum is 
'asynchronous' – discussion doesn't happen 'live', but over the course of a few days or the week. We will also 
organise events with leading academics from around the world, who will participate as virtual visiting speakers. 
Full participation in the course will be possible whatever your schedule, and however many hours of time 
difference. In addition, your professors will be available to discuss your work with you either by email or, by 
prior arrangement, by telephone or Skype. You may live a long way away, but you will not be on your own! 

Assessment is the evidence you provide that you have engaged with the content of the module in depth, 
resourcefully and thoughtfully. The requirements will vary by module, but will always include a research essay 
or report due at the very end of the module, plus one or more of the following kinds of writing: virtual 
presentation, your contributions to the discussion forums, shorter essays or reviews, etc. The final dissertation 
project will culminate in a significant piece of research writing. In the production of this writing you will be 
aided by a supervisor, who will expect you regularly to keep in touch, and will provide advice on everything 
from yours ideas to your writing style. 

Staffordshire University library offers thousands of books and journal articles available online, and in 
addition you can order almost anything as a digital off-print from the British Library (there is an additional fee 
for this service). So, again, wherever you live, relevant study and research resources will be available. 

All you need is a computer with an internet connection.  
 
How much time does it take to complete? 
A Master of Arts comprises 180 credit points in the UK system (equivalent to approximately 50 US credit 

hours, or 90 European credits). The degree is part-time only. This means that is designed so that you can pursue 
it while working, or raising a family, or both. (Our attendance Masters degree can be studied full-time.) 
Because discussion online is asynchronous, where in the week you find this time is up to you.  

Start dates are September or February each year. Most students beginning in September will complete 28 
months later, having had their summers free.  The structure looks like this (for September start):  

 The modules 'Transcendence and the Body' and then 'Phenomenology and Ontology' in the first 
academic year; 

 Then, starting the next September, 'Knowledge and Politics' and an option. These first four modules 
are all worth 30 credit points;  

 Finally, you would commence the 60 credit Dissertation in June of that second year, completing it by 
January (28 months after commencing).  

The structure for February start is similar, but with a different order to the modules: 'Phenomenology and 
Ontology' first; then 'Transcendence and the Body' plus an option in the next academic year; 'Knowledge and 
Politics' the next September and then the dissertation started in January and completed by August. Because 
students on this pattern skip two summers, rather than one, the degree takes 31 months.  

 
Am I qualified? 
The admission requirement is a Bachelors level degree in philosophy, or a cognate subject (e.g. social 

sciences, humanities, psychology, theology, media). This degree should have been completed with an upper 



second class result or better (or the equivalent, e.g. a grade point average that is a mix of As and Bs). However, 
we deal with each applicant on his or her merits, so candidates with different qualifications but with other ways 
of demonstrating ability and enthusiasm in philosophy are encouraged to apply.  Instruction is in English, and 
thus strong reading and writing abilities in English are required. If English is not your native language, we ask 
for an IELTS overall score of 7.0 and preferably higher. 

 
How much does it cost? 
Fees for entry in 2013 are £4320 for UK or EU students, and £5040 for students from elsewhere. This is the 

total fee for the whole degree, and represents excellent value in higher education. You pay this fee in 
instalments over the two years or so of your study. The fee does not include expenses such as buying course 
books, or ordering off-prints of papers. Applying for the course is free, but should you be accepted, you will 
need to pay a £200 deposit before enrolling.  

 
How do I start? 
The online application link is found on the course page. You can start the course either in September or 

February. Ideally, start the application process two months or more before your chosen start date. However, if 
you have all the materials together (letters of reference, academic transcripts, English language proficiency, 
etc.), then we might should be able to process an application much more quickly.  

 
For more information, please contact Prof Douglas Burnham: h.d.burnham@staffs.ac.uk. 
 

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/course/continental-philosophy-negotiated-pathway-tcm4222680.jsp

