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Benefits of Research Professional 
Staffordshire University pays a subscription to Research Professional 
www.researchprofessional.com. This is an online database with all current research funding 
opportunities.  
When on University Campus, you do not need to sign in to be able to use this service. If however you 
want to use it off campus, or you want to benefit from tailored searches sent directly to your email, 
you will need to register. 
One of the excellent features of this site is that you can put in very specific details of the research 
areas you are interested in. Then set the site to send you an email once a week with any funding that 
has come up in those areas. If you have set up more than one search area, the information is put 
together in one email. This is feature is spam free and the information it sends is very accurate and 
useful. It is therefore well worth setting up an account and putting in your search areas. In this 
information sheet I will briefly go through how to do this.  
 
Registering for Research Professional 
The first step is to register for an account 
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How to search for funding 
Once you have registered, you can start searching for funding and saving the searches. 
The next steps will show you the best ways to search for funding to ensure you tailor the 
information to your specific research interests. Select advanced search (circled in red). 

 
 
 
This brings up a new screen with a number of fields to help define your search. 

 
 

http://www.staffs.ac.uk/researchfunding


Enterprise and Commercial Development, External Projects Team 

Page 3 of 8  www.staffs.ac.uk/researchfunding  

 

There are 11 different search options. You can use one type of search on its own or combine them. 
Below are further details of some of the most useful search options. 
All text –this is a free text search.  
Discipline –Search the categories Research Professional use to tag the funds. This has the advantage 
of including in your search funds that may not specially state the key words of your research area in 
their description, but would still fund your research area. 
Award type –If you know you only want funding for travel, or for a research assistant, this type of 
search can be useful. 
Funder –This has a list of all organisations which provide funding. So you can search by specific 
organisations. 
Nationality of applicant institution –Helpful to identify foreign funds which accept bids from other 
countries 
 
Now let’s run through doing a search. If you select the discipline option (circled in red) it brings up a 
box in which you can search through the vast database of categories Research Professional uses to 
tag the funds they find.  
Tick items to add them to the list and click update (circled in black) to include them in your search. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also search using the browse tab (circled in red). This will bring up subject areas. Click on the 
blue arrows (circled in black) to drill down to research area. Tick the box to add them to your list. 
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This search combines two options. If you no longer want one, remove it using the cross (circled red). 
Once you have put in all fields click the search button (circled black). Results are displayed below. 
 

 
How to save a search 
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Once you have put in your research areas, it is useful to save them, so you can quickly revisit the 
search next time you log in. Or, even better, you can get Research Professional to send an email 
once a week detailing any funds that have been opened in your search area.  
To do this click the save button (circled in red). This will bring up the save search screen. In the 
‘Create new search box’, give the search a name. Then press ‘save and alert (circled in black). This 
will now send a message to the Staffordshire University email address which you registered with. 
If you do not want to be emailed, but still want to keep the search, you can just use the save button. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to review your searchers and turn alerts off 
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If you are getting alerts for a fund search and are no longer interested in, you can switch them off 
using the following steps. 
Click on your account name (circled in red), to go to your account.  

 
 
 
From the new page select email alerts (circled in red) 

 
Go to the personal saved searches (circled in red) and use the tick boxes to turn searches on and off. 
You can also get your searches sent to a RSS feed by clicking the orange buttons. 
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Other features of Research Professional 
News Research Professional is not just a funding database. It is also a research newspaper. The 
website has a number of publications which you can get sent directly to your inbox (circled in red). 
You can use the tick box to turn these alerts on and off.  
There are also a number of themed areas you can specifically get alerts about, for example Research 
Councils.  

 
Research Professional also has a news section on its website, so you could read it all online.  To 
navigate to this page click the News button (circled in red)  
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Predefined searches The External Projects Team has put together some generic searches largely 
based on the ARC research areas. These can be accessed by clicking the ‘Our Institution’ button 
(circled in black above). Don’t worry if you want to adapt the search, it will not overwrite the pre-
saved version. 
 
Summary  
This worksheet has given a brief overview of how to use Research Professional. It is a very powerful 
tool, and can be a huge help in finding exactly the right kind of funding for your interest areas, as 
well as keeping you on top of the latest news and policy developments.  
 
For more support you can join a monthly session run by Research Professional. This one hour online 
training course, takes place on the second Tuesday of every month between 10am-11am. To join a 
course email Research Professional at clientservices@researchresearch.com and put ‘Research 
Professional Broadcast Demonstrations’ in the email subject line.   
 
Plus you can also browse through Help on Research Professional. 
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