New Civic Imaginaries DTA seminar
series.
New Civic Imaginaries proposes a shared civil
space of ideas that “belong” to society rather
than to the individual. In this seminar series
faculty will share the ways in which, through our
various strands of research and specificities of
discipline, we are imagining future social
histories.
Wednesday 2 February 2022. 3.30-5.00 p.m
Room T101

Session 1
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Dr. Maria Martinez Sanchez: The Fun Palace:
Architecture, Theatre and Cybernetics

Anna Francis: Towards a 100 year Plan

Maria is a senior lecturer and course leader of the
BArch (Hons) Architecture at Staffordshire
University. She is a visiting research fellow at the
Faculty of Arts, Design and Media (Birmingham City
University) and at the School of Architecture of
Madrid (Spain). Maria is a PhD Architect
specialising in the study of space through
movement and on methodologies of regeneration
involving local communities. Her professional
practice has been developed across several fields
related to architecture with a strong interdisciplinary
focus. Her work as a multidisciplinary artist and an
architect has been presented at the Museum of
Contemporary Art Reina Sofía (Madrid, 2012), the
Prague Quadrennial of Scenography (2015, 2019),
the Dance Biennale of Venice (2016), & the
Biennale of Architecture of Venice (2018).

Anna Francis is Associate Professor of Fine Art and
Social Practice at Staffordshire University, and a
Director at AirSpace Gallery, and The Portland Inn
Project. Anna is an artist and researcher whose
work aims to create space to discuss and reframe
city resources, through participatory art
interventions. She creates situations for herself, the
public and other artists to explore places differently.
In recent years the interventions which Anna has
worked on focus on the city of Stoke-on-Trent, and
uses an action research process to recognise
untapped resources, plan responses to disused
sites in the city, take action to change the way these
sites are viewed, and potentially, make changes,
which can be temporary and sometimes
permanent.

Moderated by Becky Nunes: Senior Lecturer BA
(Hons) Photography
Rebecca.nunes@staffs.ac.uk

