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Critical Ecologies is a grassroots research hub, generating a community of practice 

holding space to focus discussion and innovation around nature recovery and 

environmental justice. 

The 2025 Symposium supports shared visioning for future collaborations and practice-led 

research connections. We invite all researchers and practitioners interested in these 

themes to come together via an experimental, generative format, where throughout the 

day, we will propose provocations that generate knowledge around specific enquiries. 

We invite you to propose either a 10-minute sharing provocation of your practice and/or 

research or a 30-minute hands-on making activity that responds to one of the enquiries. 

The Enquiries: 

1. Nature Recovery Strategy:  

In this session, we will consider the Local Nature Recovery Strategies being 

prepared nationally; what role and purpose they need to fulfil, and how we, as 

creative and academic practitioners, might inform the processes or support 

communities in having a voice within the proceedings. What role can the strategy 

play in our research and practice in the coming years? More broadly, how can our 

work as practitioners and researchers better inform policy development? 

 

2. Declaration of Intent:  

This session aims to create a shared understanding of the Critical Ecologies 

Research Hub and to formulate a declaration of intent for the upcoming seasonal 

cycles. We will discuss the current functions of the hub, which include providing 

space for resistant research, supporting practice-led research, and fostering 



 

 

transdisciplinary connections and networks. How can we strengthen and build 

upon these aims?  

 

3. Body/Brain:  

Through a haptic experience of the subject themes, this session will enable us to 

synthesise the insights gained throughout the day, making them visible through 

practice-led guided engagement with material processes. From this collaborative 

process, visual motifs will emerge that will reinforce the strategic directions of the 

research hub moving forward. This session will also facilitate the cross-pollination, 

discussion, and experimental generation of ideas that occur during a practice-led 

workshop or workshops. 

 

The outcomes of our collaboration throughout the day will form a Research Document, 

which will be shared immediately after the Symposium with all participants and will 

inform our ongoing efforts for the next year’s cycle of Critical Ecologies Seasonal 

Gatherings for 2025/26. 

Symposium Date: Wednesday, 9th July 10 – 3 

10 -10.30 -  Introduction and framing the day. 

10.30 - 11.30 -  Enquiry 1: Nature Recovery Strategy 

11.30 – 12.30 – Enquiry 2: Convening a Declaration of Intent 

12.30 – 1.30 - LUNCH 

1.30 – 2.30 - Enquiry 3: Body/Brain 

2.30 – 3.00- Wrap Up 

 

 



 

 

 

Expression of Interest in Contributing 

To send in an Expression of Interest to  

• present a 10 minute sharing provocation of your practice and/or research or  

• a 30 minute hands-on making activity which responds to one of the enquiries, 

please send us up to 500 words indicating which of the enquiries you are responding to, 

and what you intend to present or share by 5p.m Friday June 20th to 

rebecca.nunes@staffs.ac.uk 

 

Attending the Symposium: 

If you would like to simply attend the Symposium, please sign up via our EventBrite link 

here . (We will contact you to ascertain any dietary requirements etc).  

Further detail to follow. 

We look forward to sharing the day with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supported by the C3 Centre at University of Staffordshire. 
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