MacRobert
Award 2014
Supported by The Worshipful Company of Engineers

THE PREMIER AWARD FOR UK
INNOVATION IN ENGINEERING
Wide acclaim, national recognition, a £50,000 prize and gold
medal presented at the prestigious Academy Awards Dinner
Enter by Monday 20 January 2014

2013 AWARD
& RECENT
WINNERS

2013 Winner ►
RealVNC for VNC Remote
Access Software
RealVNC won the 2013 Award
for technology that gives users
of computers, smartphones, and
other devices the power to ‘take
over’ another device remotely from
anywhere in the world. It is now used
on over a billion devices worldwide,
and VNC protocols have even become
an official part of the internet.

2013 Finalists ▼
Concrete Canvas for the innovation of
Concrete Canvas – rapid, innovative and
adaptable concrete infrastructure.
Oxford Instruments
Nanotechnology Tools for the
innovation of the XMax large area
energy dispersive spectroscopy
detector for electron microscopy.

2012 Winner ►
Jaguar Land Rover for the Range
Rover Evoque, which carved out an
entirely new market segment with
its striking concept-car design.

◄ 2010 Winner
Inmarsat for Broadband Global Area
Network (BGAN), which provides
internet data connectivity anywhere
on earth.

2011 Winner ▲
Microsoft Research for the machine
learning capability of the Kinect human
motion capture system, used with
Xbox 360 Microsoft games console.

2009 Winner ▼
Arup for the Water Cube (the Beijing
Aquatic Centre), the setting for
the swimming events at the 2008
Summer’s Olympic Games.

2008 Winner ►
Touch Bionics for the i-LIMB Hand,
a prosthetic device that looks and
acts like a real human hand with five
individually powered digits, heralding
a new generation in bionics and
patient care.

SUBMISSION
& SELECTION
PROCESS
The MacRobert Award is
awarded annually from a
shortlist of finalists. The
Award is given for excellence
in UK engineering innovation
that has reached a stage
where the levels of both
commercial success and
societal benefit are clear.

Judging criteria

3 – Benefit to society

The MacRobert Award judging panel
identifies world-leading engineering
developments which demonstrate
the following three key criteria, each
of which may be interpreted very
broadly, reflecting the diversity of
21st century engineering:

Benefit to society can be expressed in
a number of different ways that apply
to the individual circumstances of the
entry. Examples include, but are not
limited to: health and safety, national
security, environmental improvement,
employment, exports, spin-off activity
and so on.

1 – Innovation
The innovation should demonstrate
either truly novel engineering
techniques, or the novel application
of existing techniques to the solution
of challenging engineering problems.
It should be demonstrably superior to
alternative or competitive solutions to
the same problem.

Judging panel

Who can apply?

2 – Commercial success

The Award is open to any individual
or team from any organisation in the
private, public or charitable sectors.
However, no more than five individuals
can be named as the key innovators
behind the submission. Applications
are invited for engineering innovations
in any area of engineering, science,
medicine or technology.

Proof of commercial success is
essential. Where appropriate, this
can be measured in terms other than
purely financial. However, there must
be clear evidence the innovation is fully
embraced by the intended market.
Further, the scale of the success
must be on a par with the scale of the
innovation and the scale of the potential
target user community.

Submissions for the 2014 MacRobert
Award should be made electronically
via the Royal Academy of Engineering
website at: www.raeng.org.uk/
prizes/macrobert

The judging panel comprises of
Fellows of the Royal Academy of
Engineering, representing a wide
range of engineering disciplines and
organisational backgrounds, and a
representative of the MacRobert Trust.

How to apply

CLOSING DATE:
MONDAY 20
JANUARY 2014
Further information on the Award can be found on our website at:

► www.raeng.org.uk/prizes/macrobert
If you have any queries, please contact:

► macrobert@raeng.org.uk
► 020 7766 0648

WHY YOU
SHOULD
ENTER
The MacRobert Award offers
numerous opportunities
to promote your innovation
and company, whether
you are a finalist or the
ultimate winner.
Prize money and peer
recognition
The team members of the winning
entry receive a £50,000 prize as well
as a gold medal for the company. All
finalists gain considerable recognition
and appreciation by the wider
engineering community.

Awards Dinners

Media

The announcement of the MacRobert
Award 2014 will be made at the Royal
Academy of Engineering Annual
Awards Dinner at the Royal Opera
House on 2 July. Finalists will be
invited to attend and will join a mix
of representatives from government,
heads of industry and the media.

The Academy will promote the finalists
to national, regional and trade press.
Previous finalists have benefited
from TV and radio coverage and
enjoyed prominent features in the
UK’s most popular newspapers.
An article about all of the finalists
will also appear in the Academy’s
magazine, Ingenia, which is read by
opinion formers both within and
outside the engineering profession.

Each of the finalists will stage an
exhibition during the pre-dinner
reception and a video of each finalist
will be shown during the evening
illustrating the innovation behind
their submission.
The winners will also be invited to
attend The Worshipful Company of
Engineers Awards Dinner, next year
held on 15 July in London.

Exhibition opportunities
The MacRobert Award winner
and finalists will be given the
excellent opportunity to exhibit their
projects at the Royal Academy of
Engineering’s Central London base –
Prince Philip House.

Expert advice
Organisations find the company visit
process extremely helpful even if they
do not go on to win the Award. They
benefit from pro bono expert advice
on a wide range of possible technical,
business and marketing issues, and
the potential to become part of the
Academy’s new Enterprise Hub.

◄ 2 013 Academy Awards Dinner
at Battersea Power Station

HISTORY
OF THE
MACROBERT
AWARD

The Royal Academy of Engineering
MacRobert Award is the premier prize
for UK innovation in engineering.
It is given annually for outstanding
innovation, commercial success and
benefit to society.
The Award, first presented in 1969,
honours the winning organisation
with a gold medal and the team
members with a prize of £50,000.
The presentation of the Award
recognises the successful development
of innovative ideas in engineering.

It seeks to demonstrate the importance
of engineering and the role of engineers
and scientists in contributing to national
prosperity and international prestige.
Originally founded by the MacRobert
Trust, the Award is now presented by
the Royal Academy of Engineering, a
prize fund having been established with
donations from the MacRobert Trust,
the Royal Academy of Engineering,
British industry and most recently The
Worshipful Company of Engineers.

For further information, please visit:

► www.themacroberttrust.org.uk   
► www.engineerscompany.org.uk
► www.raeng.org.uk  

Further information on the Award can be found on our website at:

► www.raeng.org.uk/prizes/macrobert
If you have any queries, please contact:
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► macrobert@raeng.org.uk
► 020 7766 0648

